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Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives Signs Partnership Agreement with 
City of Rochester 

 
Partnership to explore the development of a cultural corridor dedicated to Frederick Douglass in 

the High Falls district 
 
March 6, 2025 – Rochester, New York – Today, the Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives (FDFI) 
announced the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the City of Rochester to 
explore the development of a cultural corridor in downtown Rochester. The proposed project 
would be located at 46, 52, and 84 Andrews Street, along the historic Genesee River, where it 
would honor the extraordinary life and legacy of Frederick Douglass and his family, who called 
Rochester home for 25 years. 
 
The proposed project, led by direct descendants of Frederick Douglass, envisions a vibrant cultural 
campus featuring a museum, cultural center, and public park to celebrate the legacy of one of 
America's most influential voices. As a first step in assessing the site's feasibility, the City has 
initiated an environmental assessment of the Andrews Street properties to evaluate their 
development potential. 
 
"Frederick Douglass made Rochester his home for 25 years, where he published his newspaper, 
'The North Star,' and established the city as a vital center in the fight for equality," said Kenneth B. 
Morris, Jr., Founder and President of FDFI and a direct descendant of Frederick Douglass. "This 
partnership with the City of Rochester represents an important step toward creating a space that 
honors my ancestor's enduring legacy in a city that was at the forefront of America's reform 
movements. The proposed cultural campus will create a new dynamic gathering place that 
celebrates Rochester's unique role in shaping our nation's history while inspiring future 
generations.” 
 
The Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives (FDFI), led by direct descendants of Frederick Douglass, 
seeks to create a transformative museum, cultural center, and park honoring Douglass and his 
family. This site is located less than a quarter of a mile from where he published his influential 
abolitionist newspaper, the North Star. The project also celebrates Rochester's essential role as a 
center for 19th-century activism, abolition efforts, and the Underground Railroad, while honoring 
Douglass's enduring legacy. To inspire children and empower future changemakers, the center will 
provide crucial access to cultural and educational resources that connect historical achievements 
with modern civic engagement.  
 
Rochester, known as the 'North Star' of the abolitionist movement, was the home of the Douglass 
family and is the final resting place of Frederick Douglass, Anna Murray Douglass, and their 
daughters Annie and Rosetta. It is the perfect city for a world-class museum celebrating the life and 
legacy of Frederick Douglass. 
 
“We are in the early stages of exploration for this project, but are very excited at the opportunity to 
finally establish a center in Rochester to celebrate Frederick Douglass and educate future 
generations about his historic life and accomplishments,” said Rochester Mayor Malik D. Evans. 
“Frederick Douglass left an indelible mark on Rochester, and his contributions continue to 
resonate, reminding us of the enduring power of hope and the fight for a better, more just world.” 
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“Frederick Douglass is an American icon who worked tirelessly for freedom, human rights and 
fulfillment of the American proclamation that all people are created equal. There’s no better place 
to honor his legacy than right here in Rochester, the city where he published the North Star 
newspaper and the place, he and his family called home for 25 years,” said U.S. Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer. “I commend the City of Rochester’s work with the Frederick Douglas 
s Family Initiatives to advance plans to honor Frederick Douglass’s enduring legacy.” 
 
"Frederick Douglass was a towering champion of equality and justice, and his legacy is deeply 
woven into the fabric of Rochester—the community he called home for over 25 years,” said 
Congressman Joe Morelle. “Creating a museum in his honor is a monumental step toward 
preserving his contributions to our nation and ensuring future generations never forget his 
brilliance, courage, sacrifice, and unwavering dedication to the cause of freedom. I am proud to 
support this historic effort, and I look forward to seeing this project through to completion." 
 
“This is an exciting first step in developing a unique and powerful recognition of Frederick Douglass 
and the work he did here in Monroe County to advance freedom for Black people across the 
nation,” said County Executive Adam J. Bello.  “A cultural campus dedicated to Douglass’ 
achievements in the heart of downtown will serve as an important reminder to residents and 
visitors alike of Rochester’s historic place at the forefront of social justice.” 
 
“Frederick Douglass is one of the great American heroes, a champion for equality, respect, and 
civil rights,” said Senator Jeremy Cooney. “It is only right that we honor the lasting impact he 
made here in Rochester. I’m pleased to hear about this partnership between Frederick Douglass 
Family Initiatives and the City of Rochester and look forward to celebrating his enduring legacy for 
years to come.” 
 
“The partnership between the Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives and the City of Rochester is a 
monumental step toward honoring the enduring legacy of Frederick Douglass and his contributions 
to our nation’s history. By creating a cultural corridor that celebrates his life, and the powerful role 
Rochester played in the abolitionist movement, we are not only preserving history but also inspiring 
future generations to pursue justice and equality. I am proud to support this initiative and look 
forward to seeing this vision come to life in our community,’ said Assemblymember Demond 
Meeks 
 
“Rochester has a rich history of changemakers, that’s why RG&E is pleased to support the efforts 
of the Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives, which aims to continue the legacy of abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass and push for change in our communities,” said president and CEO of RG&E 
Trish Nilsen. “We continue to make investments in the High Falls District where the proposed 
museum would be built and will continue to work with FDFI and the City of Rochester to see this 
vision become a reality.” 
 
“Congratulations to The Frederick Douglass Family Institutes and the City of Rochester on this exciting 
milestone. Frederick Douglass and his work shaped Rochester’s DNA and made our region a hub for 
forward-thinking innovators for generations,” said Bob Duffy, President & CEO, the Greater Rochester 
Chamber of Commerce, “We are excited to support and see the continued progress in making this 
multi-faceted project a reality, bringing revitalization and new life to our city and the Genesee River 
waterfront.” 
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About the Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives 
The Frederick Douglass Family Initiatives (FDFI) is a nonprofit organization that advances social 
justice through education, cultural preservation, and community empowerment. Founded in 2007 
by direct descendants of Frederick Douglass and Booker T. Washington, FDFI builds on their 
ancestors' legacies as champions of education, equality, and human rights. Through impactful 
programming and initiatives, FDFI inspires action, challenges systemic inequities, and promotes 
civic engagement to create lasting positive change. 
 

https://fdfi.org/

